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IN THIS PRESENTATION: 

• The EAS: What and Who Is It for? 

• Overview 

• Demo 

 

• The Primary: What Did We Learn and How Can We 

Improve? 

• Brief summary of the 2012 Primary  

• FPCAs 

• Reporting 

• Outreach  
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ABOUT THE EAS 

WHAT AND WHO I S  I T  FOR?  
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WHAT IS THE EAS? 

• The Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) 
Act and State law (13-201-207) require that our State 
provide UOCAVA voters with absentee ballots in an 
electronic format and receive UOCAVA absentee 
ballots submitted electronically. 

 

• The SOS received a grant from FVAP to implement 
Montana’s Statewide Electronic Absentee System (EAS). 

 

• The EAS allows voters covered under UOCAVA to use the 
internet to access and easily submit a voter registration 
application/absentee ballot request and a precinct-
specific ballot. 
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WHO CAN USE THE EAS? 

• Anyone who is covered 

under the Uniformed 

and Overseas Citizens 

Absentee Voting Act 

(UOCAVA) 

• Uniformed Service 

Members and their 

families 

• Citizens residing 

outside the US 
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2012 PRIMARY ELECTION EAS USERS 

Overseas 

Temporarily 

28% 

Overseas 

Indefinitely 

5% 

Uniformed 

58% 

Uniformed 

Families 

9% 
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POP QUIZ! 
WHO CAN USE  THE  EAS?  
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Can someone who is not flagged 

with UOCAVA status in MT Votes 

use the EAS? 

POP QUIZ 

8 

YES! 
 



POP QUIZ 

Can someone who is eligible to 

vote in Montana, covered under 

UOCAVA, but not registered to 

vote in Montana, use the EAS?  

YES! 
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Even if the deadline for regular 

registration has passed? 

YES! 
 

POP QUIZ 
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WHY? 

• Hint: It begins with an 

F and ends with an A 

and it looks like this  

 

 

Because the 

EAS generates 

an FPCA with 

every ballot 
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DEMO 

• test.vote4montana.us  
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http://test.vote4montana.us/


FROM THE PRIMARY 

WHAT D ID  WE  LEARN AND HOW CAN WE IMPROVE?  
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REAL 
COMMENTS 

*D R A M A T I Z A T I O N  B Y  T O M  C R U I S E  A N D  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  
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REAL* 
VOTERS 



Currently active duty 

Air Force and 
deployed. This made 

it extremely easy for 

me to vote. 
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IT WORKS! 
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Antigua  

Barbuda 

Australia 

Barbados 

Belgium 

Canada 

Curacao 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Korea  

Kuwait 

Kyrgyzstan 

Lithuania 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Papua New  

   Guinea 

Paraguay 

Qatar 

Romania 

Russia 

Saudi Arabia 

Sierra Leone 

Spain 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

United States 
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125 Downloaded 

a ballot 

35 

160 Voters Accessed the EAS 

112 

12 

1 
Ballot Outcome 

Rejected

Not Sent/Received

Accepted

STATISTICS FROM THE 2012 PRIMARY 
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REAL 
COMMENTS 

*D R A M A T I Z A T I O N  B Y  T O M  C R U I S E  A N D  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  
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REAL* 
VOTERS 



This was helpful since I'm deployed to Afghanistan - made it possible, 

and will make it probable that my vote will actually get counted. 
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FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATIONS 

• FPCAs are a voter 
registration application and 
absentee ballot request in 
one.  

 

• FPCAs can be used for late 
registration, even though the 
voter does not appear in 
person. 

 

• FPCAs may be transmitted 
electronically. 

 

• FPCAs do not need to be 
signed if submitted by email. 
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WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT FPCAS? 

• As mentioned, every PDF generated by the EAS 

includes a coversheet, FPCA, and marked ballot.  
 

• The FPCA is important for three reasons: 
 

1. Makes sure everyone using the EAS gets registered 
 

2. Keeps voter’s UOCAVA status current 
 

3. Ensures UOCAVA voters’ information stays current, 

especially mailing address 
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WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH FPCAS? 

• Compare the FPCA to MT Votes. Check that the voter is 

registered with a UOCAVA absentee type. 
 

• If the voter is not registered, verify their ID # and use the FPCA to 

register them right away. 
 

• If the voter is registered but does not have UOCAVA status, use 

the FPCA to assign a UOCAVA absentee status right away. 
 

• If the voter is registered with a UOCAVA absentee type and… 

• The residence on the FPCA matches what is in MT Votes, use the 

FPCA to update their UOCAVA absentee date range right away. 

• The residence on the FPCA is newer than what is in MT votes, issue the 

ballot for the address currently in MT Votes. Use the FPCA to update 

the voter’s registration after the election. 
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ADDING UOCAVA STATUS IN MT VOTES 
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ADDING UOCAVA STATUS IN MT VOTES 
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Aloha! Don’t 

forget to enter 

my FPCA while 

I’m away! 
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REAL 
COMMENTS 

*D R A M A T I Z A T I O N  B Y  T O M  C R U I S E  A N D  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  
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REAL* 
VOTERS 



As a member of the 

military, it makes it 

extremely easy to 

vote. Email makes it 

possible to vote 

when we are in an 

operational status. 
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REPORTING IS… 
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REAL 
COMMENTS 

*D R A M A T I Z A T I O N  B Y  T O M  C R U I S E  A N D  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  
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REAL* 
VOTERS 



Very easy to access 
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• Make absolutely sure a 
ballot is rejectable before 
you reject it 
• Reject if: 

• ID number does not verify 

• Mailed ballot already received 

• Do NOT Reject if: 
• Voter is not registered with 

UOCAVA status 

• No signature on emailed ballot 
(mailed ballots do need to be 
signed) 

• Please call the SOS office 
before rejecting any 
ballots 

OUTREACH 

• Send more notifications 
• SOS Office will send an 

email to all UOCAVA 
electors with email 
addresses on file, including 
those who used the EAS in 
the Primary 

• Designate a UOCAVA 
specialist in your office 

• Follow up with voters 
who downloaded 
ballots 

• Process ballots as they 
come in 
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QUESTIONS? 

34 


